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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The specification is objected to because the phrase: 'The consumer user" (page 
9, 1 01 1 17) is confusing. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01 (b). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 
1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-3,6-8, 11-14, 17-20, and 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101. 

Referring to claims 1-3, 6-8, and 11 . Claims 1-3, 6-8 and 1 1 do not provide a practical 
application that produces a useful result. For an invention to be "useful" it must satisfy the 
utility requirement of section 101. The USPTO's official interpretation of the utility requirement 
provides that the utility of an invention has to be (i) specific, (ii) substantial and (iii) credible. 
MPEP § 2107. Claims 1-3, 6-8 and 11 merely "provides" aggregated curtailment commitment 
data to energy market purcahsers. The body of the claims recites the provision of certain 
elements. The mere provision of elements, absent any active involvement in an executed step, 
does not move to manifest a useful result. 

Furthermore, with reference to independent claim 1, the preamble purports utility, but the 
body of the claim is not commensurate with the scope of the preamble, and does not provide the 
"active steps" necessary for energy load curtailment. 

Referring to claims 12-14, 17-20, and 24 . Claims 12-14, 17-20, and 24 do not provide a 
practical application that produces a useful result. For an invention to be "useful" it must satisfy 
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the utility requirement of section lOL The USPTO's official interpretation of the utility 
requirement provides that the utility of an invention has to be (i) specific, (ii) substantial and (iii) 
credible. MPEP § 2107. Claims 12-14, 17-20, and 24 merely "providing" aggregated 
curtailment commitment data to energy market purcahsers. The body of the claims recites the 
provision of certain elements. The mere provision of elements, absent any active involvement in 
an executed step, does not move to manifest a useful result. 

Furthermore, with reference to independent claim 12, the preamble purports utility, but 
the body of the claim is not commensurate with the scope of the preamble, and does not provide 
the "active steps" necessary for energy load curtailment. 

Referring to claims 22 and 23 . Claims 22 and 23 do not provide a practical application 
that produces a useful result. For an invention to be "useful" it must satisfy the utility 
requirement of section 101. The USPTO's official interpretation of the utility requirement 
provides that the utility of an invention has to be (i) specific, (ii) substantial and (iii) credible. 
MPEP § 2107. Claims 22 and 23 merely "providing" aggregated curtailment commitment data 
to energy market purcahsers. The body of the claims recites the provision of certain elements. 
The mere provision of elements, absent any active involvement in an executed step, does not 
move to manifest a useful result. 

Furthermore, with reference to independent claim 22, the preamble purports utility, but 
the body of the claim is not commensurate with the scope of the preamble, and does not provide 
the "active steps" necessary for energy load curtailment. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable by Sneeringer, 
U.S. Patent No.: 6,618,709 Bl (see PTO-892, reference A). 

3. As per claim 1, Sneeringer teaches a method for energy load curtailment, comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving curtailment energy conmiitment data via a communication network (see column 
17, lines 40-57 and column 6, lines 8-26); 

aggregating the curtailment energy commitment data (see abstract and column 17, lines 

40-57); 

providing aggregated curtailment commitment data to energy market purchasers for 
purchase of the energy curtailment rights (see abstract and column 30, lines 42-58); 

4. As per claim 2, Sneeringer teaches the method of claim 1 described above. Sneeringer 
further teaches wherein the step of aggregating (see column 2, lines 10-25) the curtailment 
energy data comprises aggregating said curtailment energy data by geographic area and by at 



Application/Control Number: 09/954,852 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3691 

least one other category (see column 17, lines 28-58, colunm 30, lines 43-58 and column 31, 
lines 33-49, where "time" is equivalent of "at least one other category"). 

5. As per claim 3, Sneeringer teaches the method of claim 1 described above. Sneeringer 
further teaches the method comprising the step of receiving executed curtailment contract data 
via the communication network (abstract and column 7, lines 42-62). 

6. As per claim 4, Sneeringer teaches the method of claim 3 described above. Sneeringer 
further teaches wherein the step of receiving executed curtailment contract data comprises the 
step of: 

receiving curtailment contract data: executing electronically a curtailment energy contract 
(see column 6, lines 15-67, column 11, lines 30-46 and column 17, 38-67). 

7. As per claim 5, Sneeringer teaches the method of claim 1 described above. Sneeringer 
further teaches the method comprising the step of performing optimization calculation to 
determine approximate value of curtailment energy rights (see column 15, lines 7-40 and column 
17, lines 40-58). 

8. As per claim 6, Sneeringer teaches the method of claim 1 described above. Sneeringer 
further teaches the method comprising the step of performing receiving meter data (see column 
11, lines 59-column 12, lines 7) for monitoring of curtailment events (see column 17, lines 40- 
58). 

9. As per claim 7, Sneeringer teaches the method of claim 1 described above. Sneeringer 
further teaches the method comprising the step of associating the aggregated curtailment 
commitment data (see abstract and column 17, lines 40-57) with curtailment energy rights 
purchaser data (see abstract and column 30, lines 42-58). 
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10. As per claim 8, Sneeringer teaches the method of claim 1 described above. Sneeringer 
further teaches comprising the steps of: 

receiving curtailment request message via the communication network (see column 17, 
lines 40-57 and colimm 6, lines 8-26); 

transmitting a curtailment request notification to at least one energy consumer (see 
column 17, lines 40-58); 

receiving meter performance data (see column 1 1 lines 60 - column 12, lines 23) ; 

providing monitoring data via the communication network to at least one curtailment 
event participants (see colimin 17, lines 40-58). 

11. As per claim 9, Sneeringer teaches the method of claim 8 described above. Sneeringer 
further teaches comprising the steps of: 

calculating monetary remuneration for performance of a curtailment event (see column 
17, lines 40-67 and column 22, lines 36-49); providing remuneration data to at least one 
curtailment event participants (see column 17, lines 40-67 and column 22, lines 36-67). 

12. As per claim 10, Sneeringer teaches a method for energy load curtailment, comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving curtailment energy commitment data via a communication network (see column 
17, lines 40-57 and column 6, lines 8-36); 

receiving executed curtailment contract data via the communication network (see Fig. 9- 
1 0 and column 1 7, lines 40-67); 

aggregating the curtailment energy commitment data (see abstract and column 17, lines 

40-57); 
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performing optimization calculation to determine approximate value of curtailment 
energy rights (see column 15, lines 7-40 and column 17, lines 40-58); 

receiving meter data (see column 11, lines 59 - column 12, lines 7) for monitoring of 
curtailment events (see column 17, lines 40-58); 

providing aggregated curtailment commitment data (see abstract and column 30, lines 
42-58) to energy market purchasers for purchase of the energy curtailment rights (see column 15, 
lines 7-40 and column 17, lines 40-58); 

associating the aggregated curtailment commitment data with curtailment energy rights 
purchaser data (see abstract, column 15, lines 7-40, column 17, lines 40-58, and column 30, lines 
42-58); 

receiving curtailment request message via the communication network (see column 15, 
lines 20-40, column 17, lines 40-57 and column 6, lines 8-26); 

transmitting a curtailment request notification to at least one energy consumer (column 
15, lines 20-40 and column 17, lines 39-60); 

receiving meter performance data (see column 11, lines 59-column 12, lines 7) ; and 

providing monitoring data via the communication network to curtailment event 
participants (see column 17, lines 40-58). 

13. As per claim 1 1, Sneeringer teaches the method of claim 1 described above. Sneeringer 
further teaches wherein the step of aggregating the curtailment energy data comprises 
aggregating said curtailment energy data by geographic area and by at least one other category 
(see column 17, lines 29-67, where "time" is equivalent of "at least one other category"). 
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14. As per claim 12. Sneeringer teaches a method for energy load curtailment, comprising the 
steps of: 

receiving curtailment energy commitments; aggregating the curtaihnent energy 
commitments; providing aggregated curtailment commitments to energy market purchasers (see 
column 2, lines 10-27 and colunm 17, Unes, lines 28-67); 

15. As per claim 13. Sneeringer teaches the method of claim 12 described above. Sneeringer 
further teaches wherein the step of aggregating the curtaihnent energy commitments comprises 
aggregating said curtaihnent energy commitments by geographic area and by at least one other 
category (see column 2, lines 10-27 and column 17, lines 28-67, where "time" is equivalent of 
"at least one other category"); 

16. As per claim 14, Sneeringer teaches the method of claim 12 described above. Sneeringer 
further teaches further comprising the step of receiving executed curtailment contract 
information (see colimm 17, lines 28-67). 

17. As per claim 15. Sneeringer teaches the method of claim 12 described above. Sneeringer 
further teaches wherein the step of receiving executed curtailment contract information 
comprises the steps of: 

receiving curtailment contract information; and executing electronically a curtailment 
energy contract (see column 6, lines 15-67, column 11, lines 30-46 and column 17, 38-67). 

18. As per claim 16, Sneeringer teaches the method of claim 12 described above. Sneeringer 
further teaches comprising the step of performing optimization calculation to determine 
approximate value of curtailment energy rights (see column 15, lines 7-40 and colunm 17, lines 
40-58). 
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19. As per claim 17, Sneeringer teaches the method of claim 12 described above. Sneeringer 
further teaches comprising the step of monitoring a curtaihnent event (see column 17, lines 40- 
58). 

20. As per claim 18, Sneeringer teaches the method of claim 12 described above. Sneeringer 
further teaches the step of associating the aggregated curtailment commitments with curtailment 
energy rights purchaser (see abstract, lines 42-58, column 15, 7-40 and colimin 17, lines 40-67) 

21. As per claim 19, Sneeringer teaches the method of claim 12 described above. Sneeringer 
further comprising the steps of: 

receiving curtailment request; transmitting a curtailment request notification (see column 
17, lines 40-67 and column 6, lines 8-26). 

22. As per claim 20, Sneeringer teaches the method of claim 19 described above. Sneeringer 
further teaches comprising the steps of: 

receiving meter performance data (see column 11, lines 59-column 12, lines 7); providing 
monitoring information to a curtailment event participant (see column 17, lines 40-58). 

23. As per claim 21, Sneeringer teaches the method of claim 12 described above. Sneeringer 
further teaches the steps of: 

calculating monetary remuneration for performance of a curtailment event (see column 
17, lines 40-67 and column 22, lines 36-49); providing remuneration information to at least one 
curtailment event participants (see column 17, lines 40-67 and column 22, lines 36-67). 

24. As per claim 22, Sneeringer teaches a method for energy load curtailment, comprising the 
steps of: 
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receiving curtailment energy commitments; receiving executed curtailment contract 
information (see abstract, Fig. 9-10 and column 17, lines 40-67); aggregating the curtailment 
energy commitments (see abstract and column 17, lines 40-67); and providing aggregated 
curtailment commitments (see abstract and column 30, lines 42-58) for purchase of the energy 
curtailment rights (see column 15, lines 7-40 and column 17, lines 40-58). 

25. As per claim 23, Sneeringer teaches the method of claim 22 described above. Sneeringer 
further teaches the steps of: 

receiving curtailment request (see column 15, lines 20-40, column 17, lines 40-57 and 
column 6, lines 8-26); transmitting a curtailment request notification (see colimin 15, lines 20-40 
and column 17, lines 39-60); receiving meter performance (see column 11, lines 59-column 12, 
lines 7); and providing monitoring information (see column 17, lines 40-58). 

26. As per claim 24, Sneeringer teaches the method of claim 12 described above. Sneeringer 
further teaches wherein the step of aggregating the curtailment energy commitments comprises 
aggregating said curtailment energy commitments by geographic area and by at least one other 
category (column 17, lines 28-67, where "time" is equivalent of "at least one other category"); 

27. As per claim 25, Sneeringer teaches a system for energy load curtailment, comprising: 
a computer system operative to receive curtailment energy conmiitment data via a 

communication network (see abstract, column 17, lines 40-57. and column 6, lines 8-26) ; the 
computer system operative to aggregate the curtailment energy commitment data (see abstract , 
column 17, lines 40-67); a database couple to the computer system operative to store the 
curtailment energy commitment data (see column 6, lines 13-67); and a communication 
mechanism coupled to the computer system operative to provide aggregated curtailment 
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commitment data to energy market purchasers for purchase of the energy curtailment rights (see 
column, lines 28-67). 

28. As per claim 26, Sneeringer teaches the system of claim 25 described above. Sneeringer 
further teaches wherein the computer system includes logic operative to aggregate said 
curtailment energy data by geographic area and by at least one other category (see column 17, 
lines 29-67, where "time" is equivalent of "at least one other category"). 

29. As per claim 27, Sneeringer teaches the system of claim 25 described above. Sneeringer 
further teaches wherein the computer system includes logic operative to execute a curtailment 
contract (see column 17, lines 38-67 and column 31 lines 65 - column 32, lines 1-7). 

30. As per claim 28, Sneeringer teaches the system of claim 25 described above. Sneeringer 
further teaches wherein the computer system includes logic operative to perform optimization 
calculations to determine approximate value of curtailment energy rights (see column 15, lines 7- 
40, colunrn 17, lines 40-58 and column 31 lines 65 - column 32, lines 1-7). 

31. As per claim 29, Sneeringer teaches the system of claim 25 described above. Sneeringer 
further teaches wherein the communication mechanism is operative to receive meter data (see 
column 11, lines 59 - column 12, lines 7) for monitoring of curtailment events (see column 17, 
lines 38-67). 

32. As per claim 30, Sneeringer teaches the system of claim 25 described above. Sneeringer 
further teaches wherein the database associates the aggregated curtailment commitment data with 
curtailment energy rights purchaser data (see column 6, lines 13-26, column 15, Hues 7-40 and 
column 17, lines 40-67). 
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33. As per claim 31, Sneeringer teaches the system of claim 25 described above. Sneeringer 
further teaches wherein the computer system include logic operative to perform the steps of: 

receiving curtailment request message; transmitting a curtailment request notification 
(see column 17, lines 40-57 and colunrn 6, lines 8-36); receiving meter performance data; 
providing monitoring data (see column 11, lines 59-colunm 12, lines 7 and column 17, hnes 40- 
58). 

34. As per claim 32, Sneeringer teaches the system of claim 25 described above. Sneeringer 
further teaches wherein the computer system includes logic operative to perform the steps of: 

calculating monetary remuneration for performance of a curtailment event; providing 
remuneration data to at least one curtailment event participants (see column 17, lines 40-67 and 
column 22, lines 36-67). 

Examiner's Note 

Examiner has cited particular 'columns and line numbers or figures in the references 
as applied to the claims for the convenience of the applicant. Although the specified citations 
are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the specific limitations within 
the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as well. It is respectfully 
requested from the applicant, in preparing the responses, to fully consider the references in 
entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of 
the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed by the examiner. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier commimications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marissa Liu whose telephone number is 571-270-1370. The 
examiner can normally be reached on First Friday OFF. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick James Nolan can be reached on 571-270-0847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




